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THIS ISSUE BRINGS YOU:FROM THE OFFICE OF THE
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Be sure to check out our website. We
have information about all of our
pathways, concurrent credit classes,
internship and job opportunities for
students, information for Seniors, the
latest newsletter and much more. 

Teachers, if you need to fill out any of
the forms listed below, they are in the
Staff Resource tab. You need to be
signed in to get to the tab.

COLLEGE & CAREER READINESS WEBSITE

QR Code for Website--

As we transition out of COVID 19 protocols we are beginning
to feel more "normal" in our CTE classrooms.  As you will see
highlighted in this newsletter, we are back to state
competitions for our Career and Technical Student
Organizations, like DECA, SkillsUSA, and FCCLA.  We are also
back to taking field trips, which offer a firsthand experience
of the world of work.

Exciting new developments are on the horizon for 2022.  We
are collaborating with the Wichita Workforce Center to create
an online workforce hub for young people in the region.  This
project is being produced by Roadtrip Nation, a national non-
profit that supports career exploration.  This project will
continue into the fall of 2022 with the creation of a 60-minute
documentary on the future of work in the Wichita region,
which will air nationally on PBS in 2023.

Additionally, we are excited to continue to expand pathway
opportunities in our schools, with the auto collision pathway
starting at South High this year, the teaching pathway being
added to Southeast High, and  a new law enforcement
pathway moving forward at West high.  

Even more opportunities are on the horizon at our
Manufacturing Future Ready Center and Health Science
Future Ready Center...more to come on those projects in the
next several months.   

https://roadtripnation.com/


Pathway Award Winners

Taylin Coleman
Early Childhood Programming 

& Software

Alex Gleason
Family & 

Community Services

De'Azia Gulley
Fashion, Apparel & 

Interior Design

Jesse Hancock

Restaurant & 
Event Management

Kenneth Kitchen
Finance

Lyndon Le
Marketing

Mariana Ledesma
Engineering

John Paul Lucian

Teaching/Training

Syriah Marque
Digital  Media

Donovan Powell
Law Enforcement
Priscilla Torres

Teaching/Training
Digital Media
Early Childhood
Engineering
Engineering
Engineering
Fashion, Textiles and Apparel/Interior Design

Law Enforcement
Restaurant & Event Management
Teaching/Training
Teaching/Training
Teaching/Training

Diana Grajeda________
Aiden Downey________
Emily Casarez________
Dione Ramos_________
Ashley Pena_________
Carolina Avila-Hernandez
Taylyn Padilla________
Au'mario Landrum_____
Ashley Oliva_________
Shelby Beckman______
Isabella Gutierrez______
Quentin Bickham______

CTE Pathway Award Nominees



East High is the only Kansas school that earned
recognition in DECA’s Chapter Campaign Program for
the 2021-2022 school year. This DECA chapter is to be
commended for its efforts to showcase the impact 
that DECA has in preparing emerging leaders and
entrepreneurs for college and career success, as well
as making a difference in the community.

Wichita East DECA hosted the Kansas DECA Central Region Competition at Newman
University on Tuesday, January 25th. Students from East, Heights, North, Northwest, and
West competed against 100 Kansas DECA students from 10 schools. Students were
recognized for top three scores in the DECA area exam and for placing in the top three
overall in their specific event. We were delighted to have 17 judges join us representing
Tabor College, Chick-fil-A, Textron Aviation and more. QuikTrip provided donuts and
water for the competitors. Textron Aviation also provided swag bags for first place
finishers and encouraged students to check out their Youth Employment Program which
offers summer internships to high school students and educators.

Wichita East DECA

Congratulations to the 13 East
finalists who all won grand awards
and qualified to compete at
International Career Development
Conference (ICDC). Way to go:
Bradley, Manas, Nathan, Augustin,
Ronish, Martin, Tejas, Steven,
Varun, Eli, Theresa, Cameron and
Mohammad.
Congratulations also go to these
finalists from Heights: 
Lorenzo, Hailey, Maleah.
North: Maley. 

The team will travel to
Atlanta for ICDC.

CONGRATULATIONS



Kale Patterson gave up three of his days off
to address all of the students in the Fire /
EMT pathway at South High School. Kale
successfully completed our Firefighter-1
class and EMT class here at South High, and
graduated in 2019. Taking advantage of the
dual credit offerings in high school, Kale
was able to graduate from the Fire Science
program at BCCC with his Associate’s
Degree in only one year, and go on to fulfill
his dream to be a firefighter when he was
hired by the Wichita Fire Department (WFD)
last year.

This program is growing, largely due to
the efforts of the men and women of the
WFD, who give of their time and expertise
to teach the next generation of
firefighters. Often, the only thing that we
can offer in return (aside from a little ice
cream) is a letter of gratitude for their
efforts. Kale seemed to have a great time
talking to the students about his love for
the fire service, and how great his new job
is. His perspective and enthusiasm speak
directly to the students who are now in
the position that he was in only a few
short years ago.

SOUTH HIGH  EMERGENCY & FIRE PATHWAY VISITORS

Nothing that our students do in the classroom
can compare to seeing big rigs up close and
talking with the crews in person. Captain Mark
Misek, and the crew of Truck-5 (FF Charles
Helm, FF Josh Pruitt and FF Mitch Youngers)
dedicated and entire afternoon to teaching our
students the “ins and outs” of truck company
life. Beginning with an outstanding
presentation of Truck Company functions, the
crew then took the students outside, spending
over an hour just getting to know the truck and
the equipment that it carries. To the right are
just a few pictures of our time with the crew of
Truck-5.



MIDDLE SCHOOL STATE VEX ROBOTICS COMPETITION

Wichita Public Schools (WPS) had
multiple middle schools compete in 
the State VEX Competition on Friday,
March 4th in Hesston Kansas. Below is a
summary of the results and to the right
are several pictures of our students who
earned a trip the VEX World Competition
in Dallas Texas on May 3-5. 

Congratulation to Gordon Parks
Academy, Allison Traditional Magnet and
Robinson Middle Schools for qualifying
for VEX World.  Also, we are proud of the
following WPS middle school programs
that earned a trip to compete at the state
event including Christa McAuliffe, Hadley,
and Coleman. 

Gordan Parks Academy 
Team: "Speedsters"

Gordan Parks Academy 
Team: "Mean Machine"

Gordan Parks Academy 

Gordan Parks Academy 
Team: 

"Girls and a Robot"
 Exellence Award

Allison Middle School Robinson Middle School 

Allison Middle School

HIGH SCHOOL STATE VEX ROBOTICS COMPETITION
Congratulations to the
Northwest High School VEX
robotics team and coach/lead
advisor Meagan Vogel. They
qualified for the state contest
that took place on Saturday,
March 5 at Hesston High
School.



URBAN LAND WORKSHOP AT AMAC, MARCH 29TH

Student teams formed “development firms”
and were tasked with responding to a
Request for Proposals for the development
of a disinvested neighborhood in a fictional
city. 
Each team collaborated on the proposal,
working through challenging financial,
social, political, and design issues;
developed a pro forma; and built real Lego
models to bring their redevelopment vision
to life. 
The teams used their site plan and pro
forma to pitch a formal presentation to a
“City Council” comprised of industry
professionals. Four teams will win the
contract!

Five schools and 92 students participated in a
work-based learning opportunity where
students engaged with all aspects of land-use
decisions, including design, economic, and
social considerations. 

I think this activity provided the
students with an opportunity to
apply the problem solving skills

taught in class, as well as practicing
the ability to cooperate and

communicate effectively with their
peers.  I would definitely recommend

all PLTW and leadership classes
participate in this type of

competition.  Plus as an additional
bonus it was super fun and

engaging!!
 

Sandra Pierce

             The Urban Plan project ended up
                being a fun and informative event
                where the students gained a lot of
                  knowledge about city planning.
             They learned new terms that they
hadn’t heard before and each student was
set up with a job to complete the project as
a management team. It was fun to see them
collaborate and explore different ways to
make a successful community profitable
and ecofrendly. It was good to see them
explore some different parts of business
that they had not been familiar with. The
students enjoyed the day and got some
great information about how cities are built
and how the planning works for it. 

Andy Dome



Donovan Powell 
on a video shoot for the
department.

Evan Tong was out on a
video shoot during the
Distinguished Teacher
Awards.

Jesse Hancock giving a
presentation about what she
has done during her internship
so far to her mentor.

Five students from North High school from the Essentials in Interior and
Textile Design course will participate in the “Architect for a Day”
experience at Alloy Architecture firm where they will compete against
other students from Campus and Newton. Students will be tasked to
design a building where they will “Work, Live, and Play”. Working with
mentors, teams will work together to brainstorm, sketch and design a
building using 3D modeling software. At the end of the day students will
develop a presentation of their design for a winning bid and prizes. During
this real life scenario students will learn what it is like to go through the
design process as an architect.

ALLOY ARCHITECTURE DAY: APRIL 13TH

USD 259 INTERNSHIP PHOTOS

Jason Bell working in the
automotive department at the
School Service Center. 



USD 259 SENIOR CAREER FAIR
Several upcoming Wichita
Public schools graduates
have chosen a "non-
college" route after
graduation. In an effort to
assist these students in
meeting their post-
secondary goals and
current employment
demands in Wichita, we are
having a FULL TIME job fair.  
On Wednesday, April 27th at
AMAC students and
companies will come
together to fill full time job
openings. Please help us
spread the word to
employers and students
alike. Contact your school's
College and Career
Coordinator for specific
times for each school and
transportation details.   

Please send any employer contacts or questions to 
Laura Barker, lbarker1@usd259.net.  

The flyer above has a link to the fair registration.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf1RKd9NOzd--963Zg5geNxROwYbRzThFlO1ZFaPyFaYkJxeg/viewform


Heights High FCCLA 
District Competition/State Qualifiers

KS FCCCLA District I
STAR 

Events & Elections

WICHITA URBAN YOUTH 
ENTRPRENEURSHIP CHALLENGE

On Saturday, March 5, 2022, high school students competed in the 5th Annual Wichita Urban Youth
Entrepreneurship Challenge at the John Bardo Center at Wichita State University.  The event was

sponsored by Network Kansas.  Students entered an executive summary prior to the event.  Then on
March 5th, students showcased their business idea at a trade show in the morning, and judges visited
with the students about their business idea.  Students gave a final presentation about their business

idea in the afternoon in front of judges, and also participated in a mock board room.  
Maley Hansen, a junior at Wichita North High School was named the winner of the Youth

Entrepreneurship Challenge!  She earned $1000 for the overall competition, and she also earned $250
for best in the trade show.  Also, Manas Madanambedu, a junior at Wichita East High School, won 3rd
place and was awarded $250.  Maley will now compete in the Kansas Entrepreneurship Challenge at

Kansas State University on April 28th.  Manas can also compete in the KEC as a wildcard entry.

GOOD NEWS ITEMS
A big shout

out to
LOWE'S 

for donating
all these

supplies for
our CTE

Department. 

         Southeast High
won several awards
in the Kansas
Association of
Broadcasters Student
Awards. This is the
most awards we’ve
ever won (7 total)
and this is the first
time we’ve swept an
entire category.

Fran Jabara Scholarship

East High Senior
 Jennie Nguyen is the winner of the 
2022 Junior Acheivemnet 
Fran Jabara Scholarship

Manas Madanambedu, junior at Wichita
East High School stands with Nick Flores,
former winner of YEC and attended Wichita
East High School

Maley Hansen, junior at Wichita
North High School, winner of YEC.



GOOD NEWS ITEMS

These students represented South High at the
Educators Rising Conference in Ottawa, KS. 
It was a fun day of competition, learning and
networking. 

STATE EDUCATORS RISING CONFERENCE STATE BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS OF AMERICA 

MACE CONFERENCE 2022

Staff who attended the Conference 

Social Media:
Please send any good news items that are
happening in your classroom/school to
chorning@usd259.net with pictures or videos to
post on our Social Media. 

Follow us on Social Media:
Facebook:

WPS College and Career Ready CTE
Instagram:

wpscollegeandcareercte
Twitter:

@WPS_CTE_CCR
David Maneth, Andrew Dome, Marla Hayden, 

PJ Reilly and Shane Munro

Northwest High School had 10 students
attend Kansas State BPA Leadership
Conference. All qualified for the National
Leadership conference to be held in
Dallas May 4-8, 2022. Here are the
results from the state competition.

1st Place- Digital Video Team 
Elijah Gegen, Hansel Nguyen
2nd Place-Broadcast News Production
Team Owen Mills, Leo Larson, Stephen
Villa, Russel Horning
2nd Place-Personal Financial
Management-Jack Snook
2nd Place Business Law-
Olivia Straight
3rd Place Economic Research-
Olivia Straight
2nd Place Accounting- 
Jack Snook
3rd Place PC Trouble Shooting- 
Jack Rue
4th Place PC Troubleshooting- 
Ricardo Castillo
4th Place Computer Security-
Jack Rue

The Kansas Board of
Regents chose one high
school to represent the
their state for the 2021
American College
Application Campaign
School of Excellence award
last month. They selected
East High. Pictured is East
High Principal, Sara
Richardson. 

2021 American College Application 
Campaign School of Excellence 

Tyler Schultz was chosen as a Borlaug
Scholar at the Kansas Youth Institute
on April 1, 2022. He researched food
insecurity in Laos, and wrote a paper
on the topic. He presented his work to
a panel of experts at the Kansas Youth
Institute. His phenomenal presentation
resulted in a $500 scholarship as well
as the opportunity to participate on an
international level. 

BORLAUG SCHOLAR


